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Chief Plant Operator
Job Announcement
[bookmark: _Hlk193988985][bookmark: _Hlk193989164]The City of Huron is dedicated to providing efficient and effective quality municipal services that enhance the quality of life in a way that provides a financially viable, business-friendly and family-oriented community, promoting a full range of housing, business, and culture in a safe and attractive environment. The City of Huron is seeking an experienced Chief Plant Operator to oversee the daily operations of the city’s water and wastewater treatment plants. The Chief Plant Operator ensures that all facilities operate safely, efficiently, and in compliance with all federal, state, and local regulations. This position supervises plant staff, monitors system performance, and coordinates maintenance and regulatory reporting.

Key Responsibilities
· Supervise, train, and evaluate plant staff, providing leadership and guidance for professional development
· Oversee daily operations of water treatment, distribution, wastewater collection, and treatment facilities
· Ensure compliance with California Department of Public Health (CDPH), State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB), and environmental regulations
· Monitor plant performance, system flows, chemical usage, and water quality, taking corrective action as needed
· Develop and implement standard operating procedures, preventive maintenance programs, and emergency response plans
· Prepare and submit required regulatory reports and documentation
· Maintain accurate logs, records, and operational reports for all plant activities
· Coordinate with contractors, engineers, and city staff for projects, repairs, and upgrades
· Respond to emergencies, system failures, or operational issues promptly
· Ensure safe handling, storage, and disposal of chemicals and materials
· Assist the Public Works Director with budgeting, capital improvement planning, and resource allocation for plant operations

Minimum Qualifications
· High school diploma or GED required; Associate’s or Bachelor’s degree in environmental science, water/wastewater technology, civil engineering, or related field preferred
· California Grade III or IV Water Treatment Operator certification and Wastewater Treatment Operator certification required (or ability to obtain within a specified timeframe)
· Five (5) or more years of experience in water and/or wastewater plant operations, including supervisory experience
· Knowledge of water/wastewater treatment processes, regulations, and safety standards
· Ability to operate and maintain plant equipment and instrumentation
· Strong organizational, problem-solving, and communication skills
· Valid California Driver’s License

Preferred Qualifications
· Advanced operator certifications (Grade IV Water or Wastewater)
· Experience with SCADA systems, water distribution, and wastewater collection systems
· Familiarity with municipal budgeting, reporting, and capital improvement planning
· Bilingual skills (English/Spanish)

Working Conditions
· Combination of office and fieldwork in water and wastewater treatment facilities
· Exposure to chemicals, wastewater, confined spaces, and outdoor environmental conditions
· On-call, evening, or weekend work required
· Interaction with city staff, contractors, engineers, regulatory agencies, and the public

Position offers a starting salary between $45-$50 per hour, California Paid Sick Leave, Vacation, and Retirement benefits. To apply, please submit a resume, cover letter, and job application to huron@huronca.gov by Friday, June 12, 2026.

The City of Huron is an Equal Opportunity Employer
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